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From: Rupert Meadows
Sent: 08 March 2024 13:08
To: Ms Ballantyne
Subject: Delayed for half a year

POWER
FOR PEOPLE
Dear Ms Ballantyne

If a nationwide campaign has caused over 320 MPs from all political
parties to support something, leading to the Government promising a
public consultation as the next step to seeing it happen, how long
should it take for that consultation to start? A few weeks? A month or
two?

More than six months ago, a consultation on the barriers blocking the
growth of community-run renewable energy schemes was promised by
the Energy Minister, Andrew Bowie, when speaking in the House of
Commons. Yet we still have not been given a start date.

This was the leading issue at a large Parliamentary event that we held
last Tuesday. Energy Minister, Lord Callanan, was confirmed to speak
but gave apologies at the last minute and so a statement from his
department was read out. The only word on when the consultation will
launch was ‘soon’. Much frustration and disapproval was subsequently
expressed by the audience.
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This paltry government message was in stark contrast to the
enthusiasm and passion of the event. We had booked one of the
largest Parliamentary rooms — with hundreds queued outside it filled
quickly and security then had to turn away even more than the number
who got in. Thank you very much if you came and my sincere
apologies if you queued but were unable to enter.

Dr Afsheen Rashid, CEO of Repowering London, spoke of the many
excellent projects already operating, highlighting the potential benefits
that so many more communities could have with the right government
enablement.

Three consistently supportive MPs — Selaine Saxby, Dr Alan
Whitehead and Wera Hobhouse — spoke too and were resounding in
their support for empowering community energy. Many other MPs
came and from the front of the room | could see the surprise on their
faces at the level of attendance.

And yet, despite the support of hundreds of MPs and tens of
thousands of members of the public, the Government continue to
delay the promised consultation. This delay is blocking the next step
towards realising the huge potential for more community-run
renewable energy across the country.

Please will you write to your MP, Robert Jenrick, asking him to
write to the Energy Minister, Andrew Bowie, requesting that the
consultation on the barriers to community energy be launched
expeditiously? If | can help with this at all, please reply to this email
saying so.

Robert Jenrick's email address is robert.jenrick. mp@parliament.uk. If
you write to him, please do let me know — and please also let me know
of any response you receive.

Last week's event showed once again that there is strong, mounting
support for government action to enable community energy growth.
Please join the wave of advocacy so that we can break through this
blockade.

Kind regards,

Rupert Meadows
Campaigner
Power for People



